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SUBJECT: REACTION TO PRIME MINISTER'S CRC SPEECH 
REF: CAPE TOWN 0740 

SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER'S CRC ADDRESS HAS LEFT COLORED POLITI- 
CAL LEADERSHIP DEEPLY DISAPPOINTED AND HAS WEAKENED EFFECTIVENESS 
OF THOSE COLORED LEADERS WHO HAVE STOOD FOR RESOLUTION OF THEIR 
COMMUNITY'S FUTURE WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF GOVERNMENT'S TRADITIONAL 
POLICY. CRC OPPOSITION LEADER LEON HAS INTRODUCED MOTION OF 
NO-CONFIDENCE THAT MAY LEAD TO SECOND PROROGATION OF COUNCIL. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. LABOR PARTY LEADER, SONNY LEON, HAS REACTED SHARPLY TO PRIME 
MINISTER'S SPEECH AT COLOURED PERSONS REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 
(REFTEL). IN PRESS STATEMENTS IMMEDIATELY AFTER NOVEMBER 8 CRC 
MEETING HE SAID PRIME MINISTER’S SPEECH CAME AS BITTER DIS- 
APPOINTMENT IN THAT IT OFFERED NOTHING NEW TO COLORED PEOPLE 
WHO WILL REMAIN SECOND CLASS SITIZENS IN LAND OF THEIR BIRTH. 

HE WARNED THAT AS A RESULT OF PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH COL- 
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OREDS HAD BECOME COMPLETELY ALIENATED FROM WHITES; THAT 
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CROSSROADS IN WHITE-COLORED RELATIONS HAD BEEN REACHED; AND 
THAT COLOREDS WOULD NO LONGER ACCEPT "HOLLOW PROMISES OF WHITES". 

LEON SAW CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH AND 
OCTOBER 24 UN SPEECH OF AMBASSADOR BOTHA WHO HAD THUS BEEN 
PLACED IN EMBARRASSING POSITION IN REPLYING TO CRITICS OF 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

2. ON SAME DAY, LEON TABLED MOTION OF NO-CONFIDENCE IN CHAIRMAN 
AND MEMBERS OF CRC'S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND IN GOVERNMENT'S 
SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT POLICY, ANTICIPATING REPEAT OF EVENTS LAST 
JULY WHEN SIMILAR MOTION FORCED PROROGATION OF CRC (CAPE TOWN 
0383). 

3. DURING MEETING WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY EASUM, NOVEMBER 9, 

LEON AND HIS DEPUTY CURRY RESTATED THEIR DISAPPOINTMENT. ALTHOUGH 
IN MORE MODERATED BUT NONETHELESS FORCEFUL TONES, AND SAID THAT 
PRIME MINISTER HAD UNDONE WHAT LITTLE HAD BEEN ACHIEVED IN 
BETTERING RACE RELATIONS, AS RESULT OF WHICH "WE ARE BACK TO 
SQUARE ONE". THEY DWELT ON INJUSTICE OF DENYING RIGHTS OF CITI- 
ZENSHIP TO COLOREDS "IN LAND OF OUR BIRTH" WHILE EVERY IMMIGRANT 

IS GIVEN THOSE RIGHTS AFTER FIVE YEARS IN THE COUNTRY. THEY ALSO 
CRITICIZED TRIPLE VETO OF UNSC MOVE TO EXPEL SOUTH AFRICA AND 
URGED USG NOT TO BE BLUFFED BY WHAT AMBASSADOR BOTHA HAD SAID 
IN UN. THEY CLAIMED PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH HAD SHOWN THAT AS 
FAR AS GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED, SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT (READ 
RACISM) IS HERE TO STAY. 

4. INITIALLY. FEDERAL PARTY LEADER AND CHAIRMAN OF CRC EXECUTIVE, 
TOM SWARTZ, ENDEAVORED TO AVOID ISSUES RAISED BY PRIME MINISTER S 
SPEECH, STATING THAT HE HAD TO STUDY IT BEFORE COMMENTING. HOW- 
EVER. HIS SON, PETER (WHO IS SECRETARY OF PARTY) TOLD PRESS 
SPEECH WAS LETDOEN FOR COLORED COMMUNITY AND CAME TO HIM AS 
PERSONAL DISAPPOINTMENT. FURTHER COMMENT BY TOM SWARTZ WAS PRE- 
CLUDED WHEN HE WAS SEIZED WITH WHAT WAS DESCRIBED AS A MILD 
STROKE AND HOSPITALIZED ON NOVEMBER 11. DURING COURSE OF NO- 
CONFIDENCE DEBATE. 

5. PROGRESSIVE PARTY SPOKESMAN TERMED PRIME MINISTER'S CRC SPEECH "A 
GRAVE 
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DISAPPOINTMENT AND A FAILURE” THAT GAVE "NOT ONE SINGLE SIGN" 

THAT HE INTENDS REDUCING DISCRIMINATORY LAWS AND PRACTICES THAT 
"CONSTRICT THE COLOURED COMMUNITY AND JEOPARDIZED SOUTH AFRICA'S 
POSITION IN THE WORLD". UNITED PARTY ISSUED STATEMENT THAT PRIME 
MINISTER HAD FAILED GIVE ANY MORAL BASIS TO HIS GOVERNMENT'S 
POLICY AND SHOWED THAT CRC WOULD REMAIN SYMBOL OF FRUSTRATION OF 
COLORED PEOPLE. 
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6. NO-CONFIDENCE DEBATE IS PROCEEDING. SITUATION IS COMPLICATED 
BY INTRODUCTION BY FEDERAL PARTY MEMBERS (BERGINS) OF MOTION EX- 
PRESSING CONFIDENCE IN CRC EXECUTIVE BUT NO-CONFIDENCE IN GOVERN- 
MENTS'S SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT POLICY. 

7. COMMENT: IT APPEARS THAT LEON'S MOTION WILL SUCCEED. 

FUTURE POSITION OF TOM SWARTZ IS OBSCURED BY DECLINING EFFEC- 
TIVENESS OF HIS LEADERSHIP, HIS ILLNESS, AND GROWING RESTIVE- 
NESS WITHIN HIS OWN PARTY (CAPE TOWN A- 106). IT IS ALSO 

Cl EAR PRIME MINISTER'S UNWILLINGNESS OR INABILITY TO PROPOSE 
MORE SIGNIFICANT STEPS FOR COLOREDS (SEE ALSO CAPE TOWN 0688) 

IS LEADING TO GREATER POLARIZATION AS BETWEEN COLORED POLITICAL 
LEADERS AND THE GOVERNMENT. GAMON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRIME MINISTER, HUMAN RIGHTS, SPEECHES, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 NOV 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: cunninfx 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974CAPET00761 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740326-0110 
From: CAPE TOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 974/newtext/tl 9741 152/aaaabrnv. tel 

Line Count: 128 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: CAPE TOWN 0740 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: cunninfx 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 JUN 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <17 MAR 2003 by cunninfx> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REACTION TO PRIME MINISTER'S CRC SPEECH 
TAGS: PINT, SF, (VORSTERS), (LEON, SONNY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



